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ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF OREGON SENATE TRAVEL RESOLUTION 2026	




Topic: 	ASUO Programs Travel Requirements
	
Authors: 	Speaker Gill, Dep. Speaker Luedemann, Sen. Peters, Sen. Stevenson


Whereas: ASUO Programs are referred to as Student Organizations;

Whereas: Acknowledging that this resolution clearly defines the following categories of student organization travel: site visits, conferences, competitions, and retreats;

Whereas: Noting with concern the previous occurrence of several off-campus student organization travel ending in property damage, irresponsible behavior, and other non-productive activities;

Whereas: Acknowledging the long history of the Incidental Fee budget supporting ASUO student organization travel; 

Whereas: Recognizing the importance of student organization travel in providing students with opportunities for educational and cultural enrichment;

Whereas: Emphasizing the importance of the responsible use of Incidental Fee dollars to support productive, culturally and educationally enriching opportunities that contribute to benefiting the greater student body;

Whereas: Further emphasizing that supporting activities that lie outside of these descriptions are therefore not considered a productive use of student incidental fee dollars; 

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY BY THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF OREGON SENATE, ACTING UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE ASUO CONSTITUTION, THAT:

1. This resolution clearly defines the following categories of student organization travel: 

a. Site Visit: A site visit is an educational trip with the goal of networking and securing future job opportunities. Participants must adhere to an agenda formed by the student organization that consists of meetings with professionals and companies, with minimal bonding and leisure activities. If the trip is overnight, a minimum of one employer/company/site must be visited each day unless it is a travel day. Confirmations of meetings with employers, companies, and/or sites must be provided with the Site Visit Agenda.
b. Conference: A conference is an educational event hosted by outside groups, organizations, and universities. Cannot arrive more than 24 hours before the scheduled hours of the conference and leave 24 hours after the scheduled hours of the conference. Must adhere to an agenda published by the conference the organization is attending. 
c. Competitions: A competition is an opportunity for student organizations to represent the UO on a competitive level. Cannot arrive more than 24 hours before the scheduled competition times. Cannot leave more than 24 hours after the scheduled competition ends. Adheres to an agenda published by a third-party organization.
d. Retreats: A retreat is an educational and collaborative overnight experience by which members of a student organization participate in activities identified internally by the student organization. Any student organization overnight activity that does not adhere to an agenda provided and published by a third-party host shall be categorized as a retreat.
i. Day Trip: A day trip is defined as a non-overnight educational and collaborative experience created by student organizations. Adheres to an agenda provided by the student organization.  

2. International Trips: If a student organization is traveling to a site visit, competition, or conference internationally, they will be given 48 hours before the scheduled agenda begins to arrive and 48 hours after the scheduled agenda ends to leave. Otherwise, all domestic student organization travel will be given 24 hours for the same standards.

3. Any student organization requesting the expenditure of I or E Funds for the purpose of general travel may not be approved until each of the required criteria below are met:

a. All travel activities must align with both the mission of ASUO and the student organization.
b. Funds must originate from a relevant budget line item. Since July 1, 2024, travel utilizing I-Funds must originate from a relevantly titled Line Item within the Administrative Expense section of a student organization’s budget.
c. The student organization is responsible for submitting a detailed agenda within their Intent to Travel Form. If being produced by the student organization this document must include:
i. The goals of the retreat or site visit.
ii. A detailed list of retreat or site visit activities and the times/duration of each activity.
iii. The proposed site of the retreat or site visit including lodging location.
iv. A description of how the proposed site adheres to the goals of the retreat or site visit
v. A complete list of retreat or site visit attendees 
vi. A description of the equitable and fair process by which the student organization selected the retreat or site visit attendees.
vii. An itemized list of retreat or site visit costs.
d. Site visits, conferences, and competitions may travel via ground transportation or air transportation. All transportation paid for via I-Fee funds must be booked through the UO Travel Agency and follow all UO Travel rules. 
i. If a student organization chooses to use the UO motorpool for ground transportation, all motorpool rules must be adhered to.

4. Any student organization requesting the expenditure of I or E Funds for the purpose of a retreat may not be approved until each of the additional required criteria are met:
a. A student organization may organize one (1) retreat per term, but may not exceed two (2) retreats in a single academic year. 
b. Retreats may not occur during the summer. 
i. For student organizations composed primarily of non-UO Law Students, the summer period shall begin one calendar week prior to the last day of Spring Term classes and end one week prior to the first day of Fall Term classes. 
ii. For student organizations composed primarily of UO Law Students, the summer period shall begin one calendar week prior to the last day of Spring Semester classes and end one week prior to the first day of Fall Semester classes.
c. Retreat duration may not exceed three (3) consecutive nights.
d. Retreats and day trips may only use ground transportation. 
e. The proposed retreat must meet at least two (2) of the following three (3) criteria:
ii. The retreat location must be selected from the Approved Retreat Site List published by ASUO. 
iii. The goals of the retreat must include a specific educational or cultural objective, and the retreat agenda shall include at least three (3) activities designed to contribute to the stated educational and/or cultural objectives.
iv. A dedicated method by which the student organization will ensure that the knowledge and experiences gained at the retreat will be shared with other members of the organization within one month of the retreat’s conclusion.

5. A student organization is responsible for any damage fees that may be incurred due to the behavior of the student organization's travel attendees.
v. The student organization may not use I or E funds to pay such costs.
vi. Should such a situation be reported, the student organization’s rights to organize travel will be immediately suspended for the remainder of the current academic year and the following academic year. The Programs Finance Committee may also consider stricter penalties during the following budget process.

6. ASUO Finance is hereby instructed to uphold these requirements for any student organization seeking to use I or E Funds for travel.

7. The ASUO Speaker of the Legislature shall review appeals received by any student organization whose request to travel was rejected by ASUO Finance due to lack of adherence to the criterion identified in this resolution.
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